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The waste industry in Ireland is privately operated and governed under European and Irish waste 

legislation and Regulations. Dublin City Council, as the nominated national competent authority for 

the export and import of waste from and to Ireland, established the National Transfrontier Shipment 

Office (NTFSO) in 2007 to comply with the requirements of the Waste Management (Shipment of 

Waste) Regulations 2007 and Regulation (EC) No. 1013/2006, also known as the Waste Shipment 

Regulations (WSR).  

During 2017, the Chinese government announced pending restrictions for the importation of green 

listed (clean single stream) plastic waste, which were subsequently brought into effect in January 

2018. The export of waste from Ireland is governed by the NTFSO. Export figures (in metric tonnes) 

and the destination countries for shipments of green listed plastic waste reported to the NTFSO for 

the years 2015 to 2017 are summarised in the following table: 

 

Country 2015 % of total 

Exported  

2016 % of total 

Exported 

2017 % of total 

Exported 

U.K. 23,319 38% 17,671 31% 41,002 55% 

Netherlands 12,520 20% 16,127 28% 10,066 14% 

Rest of Europe 8,968 15% 8846 15% 9,575 13% 

China 7,492 12% 6,420 11% 3,124 4% 

Rest of World 9,302 15% 8,301 15% 10,839 14% 

Total Tonnage 

Exported 

 

61,601 

 

100% 

 

57,365 

 

100% 

 

74,606 

 

100% 

 

The WSR stipulate that EU countries must demonstrate that all waste for export is destined for an 

authorised waste facility where it can be recovered in an environmentally sound manner. Once the 

waste is accepted at an authorised licensed facility within the country of destination, it is then 

owned by that licensed facility and approvals for further treatment, disposal, use or onward export 

becomes the responsibility of that country’s competent authority.  



Green listed plastic waste exported from Ireland to other European countries is generally 

amalgamated  with similar shipments received from other countries and may go through further 

processing before being sold on, recycled or reused. The sale of the waste may involve further 

export within the EU, or to countries of destination outside of Europe. Low value plastic may at this 

stage go to an authorised landfill or waste to energy plant in the country of destination. Once waste 

plastic shipments are combined with other plastics at authorised facilities in the destination country 

there is no way of identifying a specific shipment by country of origin.  

Exports of green listed plastic to Europe accounted for between 73% and 82% of the total green 

listed plastic waste exported from Ireland, between the years 2015 and 2017. Although total figures 

are available for the amount of recyclable material exported from Europe, there is no way of 

definitively tracking where Ireland’s green listed plastic waste ultimately ends up.  

The restrictions in China, which came into effect this year, pose a worldwide problem to waste 

companies trying to manage and recycle this material and are being addressed at both national and 

European level. In response, the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment 

(DCCAE) formed a group comprised of the NTFSO, EPA, REPAK and representatives from the Waste 

Management Industry to monitor the situation. At present industry has been able to source 

alternative markets for green listed plastic waste. The group chaired by the DCCAE will continue to 

meet to discuss and monitor the situation.  

The NTFSO is also working to bring in minimum acceptable contamination levels in waste for export. 

The NTFSO with the backing of the DCCAE has engaged with the waste industry on this matter. 
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